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LAWS PASSED BY THE CONGRESS SINCE THE ENACT- 
MENT OF THE SERVICEMEN’S READJUSTMENT ACT 
OF 1944, RELATING TO HOUSING, WITH PARTICULAR 
EMPHASIS ON BENEFITS TO VETERANS UNDER SUCH 
LAWS 


The laws hereinafter digested are placed in seven categories as fol- 
lows 
The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944 and related or 
"supplemental laws 
B. The National Hoaitieg Act and rent control; 
©. Public housing; 
LD. Preferences for veterans relating to homesteads; 
EK. Laws relating to farm veterans; 
KF. Defense housing (Lanham Act) ; 
G. Specially adapted housing for disabled veterans. 


A. THe ServiceMEeN’s ReapsustmMentT Act or 1944 anp RELATED oR 
SUPPLEMENTAL LAWws 


1. The Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, Public Law 346, 
Seventy-eighth Congress verre June 22, 1944 
Title III of this act (38 U.S. C. 694) contained a system of guar- 
anties whereby the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs, upon applica- 
tion by the veteran within 2 years of his discharge or of the termina- 
tion of the war, but in no event later than 5 years after the termination 
of the war, would guarantee to the extent of $2,000, or 50 percent of the 
loan, whichever was less, any loan made by a veteran for the purchase 
of residential property, farm property and equipment, business needs, 
or the balance of the purchase price where a loan was made, guaranteed 
or insured by a Federal agency and an additional loan, not to exceed 20 
yercent of the purchase price, was still needed. Such loans were to 
ao interest at a rate not in excess of 4 percent per annum and were 
to mature in not more than 20 years. The Administrator was directed 
to pay the first year’s interest on that part of the loan guaranteed by 
him. To be eligible for a guaranteed loan, the purchase pr ice of the 
property could “not exceed its “reasonable normal value” as deter- 
mined by proper appraisal. 


2. Public Law 268, Seventy-ninth Congress, approved December 28, 
1945 (38 U.S. 0.694) 

This act amended the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act, including 
the loan guaranty provisions. As amended, the law authorized the 
Administrator to guarantee loans to the extent of $4,000, or 50 percent, 
whichever is less, except that guaranties of nonrealty loans were still 
limited to $2,000. The law also provided a system of loan insurance 
whereby the lender is reimbursed for losses incurred on insured loans 
up to 15 percent of the aggregate amount of insured loans made. The 
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Administrator was also authorized to guarantee or insure loans for 
the purpose of refinancing a delinquent indebtedness secured of record 
on property used by a veteran for home or farming purposes, or in- 
debtedness incurred in pursuit of a gainful oce upation. The period of 
time during which a loan might be “guaranteed was extended until 10 
years after the termination of the war, the guaranty was made auto- 
matic in the case of loans made by supervised lenders, and in lieu of 
the payment of the first year’s interest, the Administrator was di- 
rected to pay to the lender, for credit on the loan, an amount equal to 
4 percent of the amount guaranteed. “Reasonable value” of the 
property was substituted as a criterion for eligibility in place of the 
previous limitation of “reasonable normal value.” The maximum 
maturity for home and business realty loans was increased to 25 years 
and for farm realty loans to 40 years. 


Public Law 372, Seventy-ninth Congress, approved May 1, 1946 
(D.C. Code 45-1701) 

This act was applicable only in the District of Columbia. It re- 
moved the disability of minority in the cases of veterans seeking loans 
guaranteed under title IIT, authorized building and loan associations 
and similar institutions incorporated under the laws of the District, 
of Columbia, including Federal savings and loan associations whose 
principal office is in the District, to invest funds in loans to veterans 
of World War II, including loans for the modernization of real prop- 
erty, when such loans were guaranteed in whole or part under the 
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act. 

Public Law 656, Seventy-ninth Congress, approved August 7, 1946 

Section 2 of this act (16 U. S. C. G06b-4) authorized the Recon- 
struction Finance Corporation, either directly or through a subsidiary, 


to provide a secondary market for the purchase of loans guaranteed 
or insured under the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act. 


Public Law 132, Eightieth Congress, approved June 30, 1947 


This act terminated, as of June 30, 1947, the Reconstruction Finance 
Corporation secondary market authorized by Public Law 656, Seventy- 
ninth Congress( 15 U.S. C. G06b, note). 


6. Public Law 372, Eightieth Congress, approved August 6, 1947 
(12 U.S.C. 1464 (e)) 

This act authorized associations organized under section 5 of the 
Home Owners’ Loan Corporation Act of 1933 (Federal savings and 
loan associations) to invest their funds in loans guaranteed or insured 
under title I of the National Housing Act (modernization and home 
improvement loans) or loans gu: aranteed or hashed under the Service- 
men’s Readjustment Act, except business loans thereunder. Where 
such loans are made for the purpose of modernization or improvement 
of property, the act limits them to $1,500 and limits the total amount 
of such loans to 15 percent of the assets of an association. 


?. Public Law 864, Eightieth Congress, approved July 1, 1948 (12 
U.S. C. 1716-21) 

This act rewrote title III of the National Housing Act, as amended, 
to create a Federal National Mortgage Association as a subsidiary of 
the RFC and authorized it to provide a secondary market for the pur- 
chase of loans guaranteed or insured after April 30, 1948, under sec- 
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tions 203 and 603 of the National Housing Act or sections 501, 502, 
and 505 (a) of the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act. The original 
principal amount of any loan offered to the association cannot have 
exceeded $10,000 for each family unit covered by the mortgage and 
the aggregate amount of mortgages offered by any one lender cannot 
exceed 25. percent of the amount of mortgages originated by such 
lender. 

It also made any evidence of guaranty or insurance issued by the 
Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs in connection with any loan con- 
clusive evidence of the eligibility of such loan for guaranty or in- 
surance. Certain defenses were, however, reserved to the Adminis- 
trator. 


8. Public Law 901, Eightieth Congress, approved August 10, 1948 
(cited as the Housing Act of 1948) 

This act amended Public Law 864, Eightieth Congress, by increasing 
from 25 percent to 50 percent the amount of mortgages originated by 
any mortgagees which would be eligible for pure “vy ry — Federal 
National Mortgage Association (12 U.S.C. 1716 (a) ) (BE) 

[t also authorized the Administrator of Veterans’ igus with the 
consent of the Secretary of the Treasury, to provide by regulation 
for the guaranty or insurance of mortgages at an interest rate not in 
excess of 41/, percent per annum, where the Administrator finds that 
the mortgage market demands such action (38 U.S.C. 694 (2) ). 


. Public Law 387, Fighty-first Congress, approved October 25, 1949 

Section 7 amended section 301 (a) of the National Housing Hi to 
remove the 50 percent restriction on the aggregate amount of mort- 
gages guaranteed after October 25, 1949, under section 501 of the 
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act, which may be sold to the Federal 
National Mortgage Association by any one mortgagee (/2 U.S. C. 
1716 (a) (1) (B)). 


0. Public Law 475, Eighty-first Congress, approved April | 
(cited as the Housing Act of 1950) 

(a) Section 116 (3) amended section 301 of the National Housing 
Act to remove the 50 percent FNMA-purchase restriction on mort- 
gages guaranteed after April 20, 1950, under section 502 of the Serv- 
icemen’s Readjustment Act, and made for the construction or pur- 
chase of a family dwelling (/2 U.S. C. 1716 (a)). 

(b) Section 116 (4) also amended section 301 of the National Hous- 
i Act to prohibit sale to the Federal National Mortgage Association 
of mortgages guaranteed under section 501 or section 502 of the Serv- 
icemen’s Readjustment Act unless the Administrator of Veterans’ 
Affairs certifies that the dwelling financed by the mortgage conforms 
with minimum construction standards prescribed by him (72 U.S. @. 
1716 (a)). Such clause (4) was made effective 90 days after 
enactment. 

(c) Section 301 (a) amended section 500 (a) of the Servicemen’s Re- 
adjustment Act to make eligible for the guaranty or insurance of loans 
under this title, the unremarried widow of any veteran who met the 
service requirements and who died in service or after separation from 
service-connected disease or injury (38 U.S.C. 694 (a)). 

(¢d) Section 301 (a) also amended section 500 (a) of the Service- 
men’s Readjustment Act to authorize the Administrator in computing 
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the amount of guaranty entitlement of a veteran to exclude the initial 
use of such entitlement for any loan with respect to which the securi 
has been taken for public use, destroyed by fire or other natural Sal, 
or disposed of because of other compelling reasons devoid of fault on 
the pert of the veteran (38 U.S. C.694 (a)). 

(e) Section 301 (b) amended section 500 (b) of the Servicemen’s 
Readjustment Act to extend the maximum term of mortgages guar- 
anteed by the Veterans’ Administration from 25 to 30 years (38 
U.S.C. 694 (b)), and section 301 (c) amended section 500 (d) of 
that act to include any State in the category of lenders eligible for 
automatic guaranty of loans (38 U.S. C. 694 (d)). 

(f) Section 301 (d) amended section 501 of the Servicemen’s Re- 
adjustment Act to increase the permissible amount of guaranty on 
home loans from 50 percent of the loan, and not exc eeding $4,000, to 
60 percent of the loan, and not exceeding $7,500 to a veteran who has 
not previously availed himself of the benefits of title III (38 U.S. C. 
694a). (The gratuity payable was not increased.) 

(g) Section 301 (e) amended section 502 of the Servicemen’s Read- 
justment Act to authorize the guaranty of loans for construction of a 
farmhouse secured by a first lien on a portion of the farm suitable for 
a home site, and permit part of the proceeds of the loan to be used to 
release existing indebtedness on the home site; and to authorize the 
Administrator, in his discretion, to waive the first lien requirement as 
to a farmhouse loan (38 U.S. C. 6946). 

(h) Section 301 (f) amended section 504 of the Servicemen’s Re- 
adjustment Act to impose a requirement that all residential property 
financed through title III loans on which construction is begun after 
June 20, 1950, conform to minimum construction requirements pre- 
scribed by the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs (38 U.S. C. 694d). 

(i) Sec tion 301 (g) repealed the provisions of section 505 (a) of the 
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act relating to secondary loans effective 
December 31, 1950, or at such earlier date as the Administrator may 
determine (38 U7. S.C. 694e). 

(7) Section 301 (h) added two new sections (512 and 513) to the 
Servicemen’s Readjustment Act authorizing supplemental direct home 
loans by the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs to eligible veterans 
who are otherwise unable to obtain a 4-percent loan if ‘the Adminis- 
trator has found that private capital is not available for such financing 
in the area concerned. A number of restrictions were imposed and 
the authority to make such loans was fixed to begin July 20, 1950, and 
to expire June 30, 1951 (38 U.S.C.6941,m). 

(%) Section 504 required the Federal Housing Commissioner and 
the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs to issue “regulations limiting 
the charges and fees imposed upon the builder, veteran, or other pur- 
chaser in connection with the financing of the construction or sale of 
housing under the National Housing Act or the Servicemen’s Read- 
justment Act, and prohibited the insurance or guaranty of any loan 
on such housing unless the mortgagee certifies that he has not imposed 


any such charges in excess of those permitted by such regulations 
(12 U.S.C. 1701}). 
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11. Reorganization Plan No. 22 of 1950 


This plan provides for the transfer of the Federal National Mort- 
gage Association, together with its functions, from the Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation to the Housing and Home Finance Agency. 
This reorganization plan is made effective September 7, 1950. 


12. Public Law 774, Eighty-first Congress, approved September 8, 
1950 (cited as the Defense Production Act of 1950) 

Section 605 of this act (650 U. S. C. App. 2135) authorized the 
President to reduce the maximum authorized principal amounts, the 
ratios of loan to value or cost, or the maximum maturities, of any real 
estate loans thereafter made, insured or guaranteed by any Federal! 
agency, or, when necessary in the public interest, to reduce or sus- 
pend such authorized loan program. In the exercise of such authority, 
however, the relative credit preferences accorded veterans under exist- 
ing law must be preserved. 


13. Public Law 69, Eighty-second Congress, approved June 30, 1951 
This Act extended the Defense Production Act of 1950 from June 


30, 1951, to July 31, 1951 (60 U.S.C. App. 2166 (a), (6)). (For other 
provisions see B 73.) 


14. Public Law 96, Eighty-second Congress, approved July 31, 1961 
(cited as the Defense Production Act amendments of 1951) 

This act amended section 605 of the Defense Production Act by 
providing authority for the President to require borrowers and lenders 
to comply with reasonable conditions and requirements in connection 
with loans made, guaranteed or insured by the Government (40 U.S.C. 
App. 2135). (¥or provisions relating to rent control see B 74.) 


15. Public Law 139, Eighty-second Congress, approved September 1, 
1951 (cited as the Defense Housing and Community Facilities 
and Services Act of 1951) 

(a) Section 602 amended section 605 of the Defense Production Act, 
as amended, by providing that down payments on houses costing not 
more than $7,000, $10,000, and $12,000 may not be required to be more 
than 4, 6, and 8 percent, respectively, where there is a loan in connec- 
tion therewith that is guaranteed or insured under the Servicemen’s 
Readjustment Act of 1944, as amended. Maturity periods on such 
loans may not be required to be less than 25 years (50 U. S. C. App. 
2135, 2136). 

(6) Section 504 of the Housing Act of 1950 (see A 10 (k)) 
broadened to provide against the imposition of unauthorized fees in 
connection with loans guaranteed or insured under the National Hous- 
ing Act or the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, in cases where 
the seller is not the builder (12 U.S. C.1701}). 

(c) Section 608 provided that one of the members of the Board 
of Directors of the Federal National Mortgage Association shall be 
appointed by the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs from among the 
employees of the Veterans’ Administration (72 7.S.C.1716a). 

(d) Section 613 (b) amended section 501 (b) of the Servicemen’s 
Readjustment Act to provide that a veteran who has previously ob- 
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tained a business or farm loan, or a home loan to purchase or build a 
house prior to April 20, 1950, under the act, may obtain a guaranty of 
up to $7,500 on a home loan reduced by amounts of guaranty on pre- 
vious loan benefits obtained (38 U. 8. 0. 694a (b)). (See A 10 (f).) 

(e) The authority of the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs to 
make supplemental direct home loans to veterans under section 512 of 
the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944 was extended to July 1, 
1953, and the direct loan appropriation was reconstituted as a revolv- 
ing fund. Direct loans made by the Veterans’ Administration and 
sold to private lenders may be guaranteed in amounts up to $6,000 and 
upon the same terms and conditions as if they had originally been 
made by private lenders (38 U.S. C. 6941 (b), (d), 694m (a)). 

(For other provisions see B 75 and F 10.) 


16. Public Law 142, Fighty-second Congress, approved September 
13, 1951 

This act amended the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act by adding 
section 503A which provides for treble damage actions against any 
person who knowingly participates in a sale of property to a veteran 
for a price above the reasonable value as determined by proper ap- 
praisal (38 U.S. C. 694 c-1). 

?. Public Law 325, Eighty-second Congress, approved April 18, 1952 

This act, which amended section 513 of the Servicemen’s Re- 
adjustment Act, authorized additional funds of not to exceed $125,- 
000,000 for direct loans to veterans with the provision that advance- 
ment of such amounts from the Treasury shall not exceed $25,000,000 
in any quarter annual period and shall ‘be reduced by the amount of 
proceeds from the sales of Veterans’ Administration direct loans made 
to private lenders in the preceding quarter (38 U. 8S. C. 694m (d)) 
18. Public Law 429, E ‘ighty- second Congress, approved June 30, 1952 

(cited as the Defense Production Act Amendments of 1952) 

Section 116 (b) of this act added section 607 to the Defense Pro- 
duction Act to provide for a period of residential credit control re- 
laxation when the : ne rate of housing construction drops, for a 3- 
month period, below 1,200,000 starts per year. No down payment in 
excess of 5 percent of ae transaction price may be required by Gov- 
ernment regulations during such credit control relaxation period. 
(For provisions relating to rent control see B 19.) 


19. Public Law 631. Kighty-se cond Congress, approved July 14, 1952 
(cited as the Housing Act of 1952) 

Section 3 of this act eliminated the 100-percent eligibility, and 
substituted a 50-percent restriction, on the aggregate amount of 
mortgages guaranteed under section 501 or 502 of the Servicemen’s 
Readjustment Act (other than defense or disaster mortgages) which 
may be sold to the Federal National Mortgage Association by any one 
mortgagee (12 U.S. C. 1716 (a)). Section 12 amended the Home 
Owners Loan Act of 1933, as amended, to authorize Federal savings 
and loan associations to purchase Veterans’ Administration insured 
loans beyond a 50-mile radius, in excess of 15 percent of an individual 
association’s assets (72 U.S. C. 1464). (For other provisions of this 
act see B 20, E 8,and F 72.) 





HOUSING LAWS RELATING TO VETERANS 7 


20. Public Law 550, Fighty-second Congress, approved July 16, 1952 
(cited as the Veterans’ Readjustment Assistance Act of 1952 


This act extended to veterans of service on or after June 27, 1952, the 
benefits of the loan guaranty program under title III of the Service- 
men’s Readjustment Act of 1944, as amended. In addition, the act 
amended the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act to provide for (a) au- 
thority for the Administrator to require loans to be submitted for 
prior approval notwithstanding automatic guaranty provisions, (6) 
the addition of an express requirement that a veter an applicant Ym 
a home loan guaranty be a “satisfactory credit risk,” (c) the broad- 
ening of housing standards to provide minimum planning, construc- 
tion, and general acceptability requirements, (d@) authority for the 
Administrator to refuse to appraise housing built or sponsored by 
ersons with an unfavorable record of constructing or marketing GI 
‘camdieaa and (e) power in the Administrator to refuse to guarantee or 
insure loans made by a lender who has evidenced inability to service 
loans adequately or has engaged in practices detrimental to the in- 
terests of veteran borrowers or the government (38 U.S. C. 694). 


B. Nattonat Houstne Acr anp Rent ContTron. 


J. Public Law 388, Seventy-ninth Congress, approved May 22, 1946 


This act, which is cited as the Veterans’ Emergency Housing Act 
of 1946, created the Office of Housing Expediter to formulate such 
plans and programs as might be necessary to provide increased housing 
accommodations of all kinds and articularly homes for sale or rent 
at moderate prices to veterans of World War II. It authorized the 
establishment of maximum sales prices of housing completed after the 
effective date of the act and authorized the establishment of priorities 
for materials used in housing (50 U. S. C. App. 1822, 1823, 1824). 

It also amended section 603 of the National Fisusin x Act by author- 
izing insurance of mortgages under title VI of the National Housing 
Act “for veterans of W orld War II, and others, and by increasing the 
amount of authorized insurance under such title from $1,800,000,000 
to $2,800,000,000, with power in the President to authorize an aggre- 
gate amount of insurance not to exceed $3,800,000,000. It also made 
provision for the insurance of mortgages for as much as $8,100 on 
single-family residences, $12,500 on two-family residences, $15,750 on 
three-family residenc es, and $18,000 on four-family residences. A 
new standard known as “estimate of the necessary current cost” was 
provided for fixing the valuation of property and the interest rate on 
mortgages to be insured under title VI was lowered from 5 to 4 
percent. Section 608, dealing with the insurance of mortgages on 
rental properties, was likewise > amended to provide preferences 1 in the 
occupancy of mortgaged property for veterans of World War II and 
by increasing the amount of mortgages to cover projects costing not 
in excess of $1,500 per room, or where the Administrator of the Fed- 
eral Housing Administration so determined, $1,800 per room (60 
U.S.C. App. 1830). 

The act also provided for the temporary use of premium payments 
to increase the output of critical material. 
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2. Public Law 129, Eightieth Congress, approved June 30, 1947 
(ctted as the Housing and Rent Act of 1947) 

This act amended Public Law 388, Seventy-ninth Congress, by 
repealing all of such act except those portions relating to the National 
Housing Act and that creating the Ofice of Housing Expediter (50 
U.S. C. App. 1881). It extended the time during which mortgages 
might be insured under title VI of the National Housing Act until 
March 31, 1948, and authorized the insurance of loans to finance the 
manufacture of housing (12 U.S. C. 1738, 1744). 

It transferred the administration of the rent-control laws to the 
Housing Expediter and continued that office until February 29, 1948. 
Rent ceilings were continued in effect, however, and the Housing 
Expediter was authorized to make adjustments to correct inequities 
in rental schedules; any landlord and tenant were authorized to 
provide for an increase in rent of not to exceed 15 percent above the 
established ceiling, in any written lease entered into between such 
landlord and tenant which would not expire prior to December 31, 
1948. Veterans of World War II were granted a priority for a period 
of 30 days after completion to either rent or purchase any housing 
accommodations completed after June 30, 1947, and prior to March 1, 
1948 (50 U.S. C. App. 1884, 1891-94). 

3. Public Law 372, Eightieth Congress, approved August 6, 1947 (12 
U.S. C. 1464 (c)) 

This act authorized Federal savings and loan associations to invest 
their funds in loans insured under title I of the National Housing 
Act (modernization loans). 


4. Public Law 422, Eightieth Congress, approved February 27, 1948 


This act continued the Office of Housing Expediter until March 
31, 1948 (50 U. 8. C. App. 1894). 


5. Public Law 464, Eightieth Congress, approved March 30, 1948 
(cited as the Housing and Rent Act of 1948) 

This act extended the authority of the Housing Expediter with re- 
gard to rent control until March 31, 1949, and permitted landlords 
and tenants to enter into written leases granting occupancy until at 
least that date, in which they might agree to a rental charge not to 
exceed 15 percent above the maximum rental under rent-control regu- 
lations. The 30-day preference for the purchase or rental of housing 
by veterans was extended to housing completed. prior to April 1, 
1949 (50 0. S.C. App. 1884, 1894). 


6. Public Law 468, Fightieth Congress, approved March 31, 1948 


This act extended the life of title VI of the National Housing Act to 
April 30, 1948 (12 U.S. @. 1738). 
?. Public Law 864, Fightieth Congress, approved July 1, 1948 

This act authorized the creation of the Federal National Mortgage 
Association as outlined in paragraph A7 of this digest, and amended 
the National Housing Act in title II by authorizing the insurance 
of mortgages with respect to nonprofit cooperative housing corpora- 
tions whose membership consists primarily of World War II veterans 
(12 0.8.C.1713 (e) (2), 1716-21). 
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8. Public Law 901, Eightieth Congress, approved August 10, 1948 
(cited as the Housing Act of 1948) 

This act increased the amount of insurance authorized under title 
VI of the National Housing Act to $5,750,000,000 with authority in 
the President to increase the maximum amount to $6,150,000,000. It 
terminated the authority to insure mortgages under section 603, after 
April 30, 1948, unless a commitment had been made prior to that date 
or a mortgage is made to refinance an existing mortgage insured 
under section. 603 (122 U. 8. C. 1738). It liberalized (a) The terms 
under which insurance of mortgages on large-scale rental projects may 
be issued; (6) the provisions ‘relating to the insurance of loans for 
the manufacture of housing, either prefabricated or large-scale site 
fabricated; (c) authorized “the insuring of any mortgages given in 
connection with the sale of the so-called “Greenbelt towns: (d) revised 
the amounts of insurance on less than four-family residences under 
title II; (¢) liberalized insurance provisions relating to mortgages 
on nonprofit cooperatives or low-cost housing projects (/2 U.S. @. 
1743). By its terms the RFC was authorized to make or purchase 
loans to assist in the manufacture of prefabricated dwellings or the 
site fabrication of large-scale housing projects. The Housing and 
Home Finance Administration was authorized to conduct technical 
research with a view to improving building codes and securing a uni- 
form acceptance and application thereof. A system of yield insur- 
ance on rentals was provided in order to stimulate rental housing 
construction (72 U. S. C. 1701, 1703, 1709, 1713, 1738, 1743, 1744, 
1746). (For provisions affecting the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act 
see AS above.) 


9. Public Law 31, Fighty-first Congress, approved March 30, 1949 
(cited as the Housing and Rent Act of 1949) 


Title I extended, with certain changes, the 30-day preference for 
the purchase or rental by veterans of new housing constructed before 
July 1, 1950 (or earlier date if che ey proclaims that the pro- 
tection is not longer needed) (450 U. 8. C. App. 1884). Title IT ex- 
tended maximum rent control by the ob, Expediter to June 30, 
1950, with additional provisions for area decontrol (50°. S.C. App. 
1894). 

Public Law 387, Kighty-first Congress, approved October 25, 1949 

Section 1 increased the amount of insurance authorized under title 
VI of the National Housing Act to $6,150,000,000 with authority in 
the President to increase the amount to $6,650,000,000, It also ex- 
tended the time within which mortages could be insured under sec- 
tion 608 of title VI to March 1, 1950 (72 U.S. @. 1738). This time 
had been extended three times previously during the Eighty-first Con- 
gress: to June 30, 1949, by Public Law 31; to August 31, 1949, by 
Public Law 171; and to October 31, 1949, by Public Law 278. (For 
provisions affecting loans guaranteed by the Veterans’ Administra- 
tion, see A 9 above.) 

11. Public Law 574, Kighty-first Congress, approved June 23, 1950 

This act is cited as the Housing and Rent Act of 1950. Section 2 


extended the 30-day preference for the purchase or rental by veterans 
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of housing constructed before July 1, 1950 (or earlier date if the 

President proclaims that the protection is no longer needed) (50 

U.S.C. App. 1884). 

12. Public Law 8, Eighty-second Congress, approved March 23, 1961 
This act extended the rent control provisions of the Housing and 

Rent Act of 1947, as amended, to June 30, 1951, unless terminated 


sooner by Presidential proclamation or concurrent resolution of Con- 
gress (50U.S8.C. App. 1894 (f)). 


13. Public Law 69, Eighty-second Congress, approved June 30, 1951 


This act extended the Housing and Rent Act of 1947, as amended, 
from June 30, 1951, to July 31, 1951 (40 U. S. C. App. 1884 (e)). 
(For other provisions see A 73.) 


14. Public Law 96, Fighty-second Congress, approved July 31, 1951 
(cited as the Defense Production Act Amendments of 1951) 
Title II of this act terminated the Office of Housing Expediter 
but continued the Housing Expediter’s powers, duties, and functions 
in the President until June 30, 1952 (40 U. S. C. App. 1894, 1898). 
In any area certified jointly by the Secretary of Defense and the 
Director of Defense Mobilization to be a critical defense housing 
area, rent control may be imposed provided that credit restrictions 
on housing in such area are relaxed to the extent necessary to encourage 
the production of housing for military personnel and defense workers. 
Critical defense housing areas which are subject to State or local rent 
control are excepted from this provision unless the rents therein rise 
more than the national average (50 U. S. C. App. 1894 (k)-(n)). 
The 30-day preference for the purchase or rental (and the 7-day 
preference on property resold or rerented), by veterans of World 
War II or their families, of housing completed after June 30, 1947, 
is extended to June 30, 1952. For the purpose of this provision a 
parent of a member of the armed services who died in service since 
September 16, 1940, is considered a member of the family of a veteran 
of World War II (50 U. 8. C. App. 1884). (For other provisions 
see A 14.) 


15. Public Law 139, Fighty-second Congress, approved September 1, 
1951 (cited as the Defense Housing and Community Facilities 
and Services Act of 1951) 


(a) Special FHA mortgage insurance aid in critical defense hous- 
ing areas is provided by a new title IX of the National Housing Act 
(12 U.S. C. 1750-1750g). 

(6) The Housing and Home Finance Administrator is authorized 
to provide defense housing community facilities and services in critical 
defense areas. Preference in the purchase of such defense housing 
granted to occupants and veterans of World War I, World War II, 
and service on or after June 27, 1950, and prior to such date as shall 
be determined by the President. (As among veterans disabled vet- 
erans get priority.) In dwellings designed for more than four fam- 
ilies preference in sale is given to veterans’ cooperative groups. Hous- 
ing no longer needed for defense workers or the military may be 
occupied by veterans pending disposition by Housing Administrator 
(42 0. S.@.1592a). (¥or other provisions see A 75 and F 10.) 
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(c) Federal National Mortgage Association authorized to make ad- 
vance commitments of $200, 000,000 for purchase of mortgages for 
defense, military, and disaster housing until December 31, “1951 (12 
U.S.C. 1716 (a) (1) (@)). 

16. Public Law 214, Fighty-second Congress, approved October 26, 
1951 

Section 3 amended Public Law 65, Eighty-first Congress, and section 
4 amended section 213 of the National Housing Act, as amended, to 
afford veterans of active service on or after June 27, 1950, and prior 
to such date thereafter as may be determined by the President the 
same preference in the purchase of certain Federal suburban resettle- 
ment projects, and the same liberal mortgage insurance on nonprofit co- 
operatives, ays as is available to veterans of World War IT 
“ 2U.8. C. 1715e (b ) (2)). (For other provisions see C 6 and F 17.) 

Public Law 243, EFighty-second Congress, approved October 30, 
1951 

This act permitted the Federal National Mortgage Association to 
make advance commitments (not exceeding $30,000,000 at any one 
time) on mortgages of certain nonprofit cooperative ownership hous- 
ing projects (12 U.S. C. 1716a). 

18. Public Law 309, Eighty-second Congress, approved April 9, 1952 

This act increased the advance commitment authority of the Federal 
National Mortgage Association by $52,000,000 and provided that such 
additional amounts could be : applied to (1) applications for defense 
housing mortgage purchase received prior to Decembr 28, 1951, (2) 
military housing if commitment made by Federal Housing Commis- 
sioner on December 28, 29, or 30, 1951 (72 U.S. C. 1716 (a) ) (2) ( G) ‘ 


19. Public Law 429, Fighty-second Congress, approved June 30, 195: 

(cited as the Defense Production Act amendments of 1952) 
Title II extended the veterans preference provisions for purchase 

or rental of housing (see B 1 above) from June 30, 1952, to April 30, 

1953 (50 U.S. C. App. 1884 (e)). (For real estate credit control 

provisions see A 78.) 

20. Public Law 581, Fighty-second Congress, approved July 14, 1952 
(cited as the Housing . Let of 1952) 


This act authorized an additional $400,000,000 for defense, military, 
and disaster housing insurance. Section 3 amended title III of the 
National Housing Act by (a) extending the advance commitment 
authority of the Federal National Mortgage Association to purchase 
defense and disaster mortgages to June 30, 1953, (b) increasing to 
$3,650,000,000 the purchase authority of the Federal National Mort- 
gage Association but limiting such purchases, except for defense and 
disaster mortgages, to mortgages guaranteed or insured after Feb- 
ruary 29, 1952, (¢c) eliminating restrictions on the amount of fees 
and deposits to be charged by F ederal National Mortgage Association 
for mortgage purchases, and (d) restricting to de fense and disaster 
mortgages the 100 percent eligibility of loans originated by a single 


lender, for Federal National Mortgage Association purchases. (See 
A 19.) 
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This act provided increased amounts for the construction of defense 
housing and defense community facilities. Additional funds for hous- 
ing in Alaska were also authorized. Other provisions of this act in- 
clude the extension of housing laws to Guam, the granting of permis- 
sion to Federal savings and loan associations to purchase Federal 
Housing Administration or Veterans’ Administration insured loans 
beyond a 50-mile area (see A 79), the conversion of certain commit- 
ments to insure under the National Housing Act, and the authorization 
of Federal Housing Administration mortgage insurance to finance the 
sale of veterans’ housing constructed by a State or public body thereof. 
(For other provisions of this act see A 19, E 8, and F 73.) 


C. Pustic Housine 


1. Public Law 129, Eightieth Congress, approved June 30, 1947 (cited 
as the Housing and Rent Act of 1947) 

Section 209 (b) of this act directed that no person could be evicted 
from occupancy of public housing accommodations on the ground that 
the income of such occupant exceeds the allowable maximum, if any 
amounts paid to such occupant by the Veterans’ Administration on 
account of service-connected disability is included in the amount 
necessary to cause the occupant’s income to exceed such prescribed 
maximum (61 Stat. 200). (For provisions relating to the Housing 
Expediter, see B 2 above.) 


2. Public Law 301, Fightieth Congress, approved July 31, 1947 

This act amended the United States Housing Act of 1937 by author- 
izing the Public Housing Administration to make capital grants and 
loans on annual contributions for low-rent housing and slum-clearance 
projects where construction costs exceed existing cest limitations 
(42 U. 8. C. 1415). The act expressly provided authority for the 
operating agency or public housing accommodations to recover pos- 
session thereof by providing that no action could be started to recover 
such possession prior to March 1, 1948, where such action would result 


in undue hardship for the occupants of such housing accommodations 
(42 U.S. C. 1413a). 


8. Public Law 464, Fightieth Congress, approved March 30, 1948 
(cited as the Housing and Rent Act of 1948) 

This act extended until April 1, 1949, the period during which evic- 
tion proceedings are not to be maintained against occupants of public 
housing accommodations who would be caused hardship thereby on 
account of the nonavailability of other housing facilities (42 U.S. C. 
1413a). (¥or provisions relating to the Housing Expediter, see B 5 
above.) 


4. Public Law 901, Eightieth Congress, approved August 10, 1948 


Section 502 (b) of this act continued the right of the Public Hous- 
ing Administration to maintain an action to recover possession of 
low-rent housing accommodations and authorized the exclusion of 
income paid by the United States Government for disability or death 
occurring in connection with military service, in determining tenant 
eligibility with respect to such housing (42 U. S. C. 1404a). (For 
provisions relating to loans guaranteed or insured by the Veterans’ 
Administration, see A 8 above.) 
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5. Public Law 171, Eighty-first Congress, approved July 15, 1949 
(cited as the Housing Act of 1949) 

Title III relates to low-rent public housing and modified and ex- 
panded the program of Federal aid to public- housing agencies hereto- 
fore initiated under the United States Housing Act of 1937. First 
preference in the occupancy of any low-rent public housing project was 
provided for families to be displaced by any low-rent housing project 
or by any slum clearance or redevelopment project initiated after Jan- 
uary 1, 1947, or within 3 years before making application for such 
admission. Among such families preference was provided for (1) 
families of.disabled veterans whose disabilities are service-connected, 
(2) families of deceased veterans and servicemen who have died from 
service-connected causes, and (3) families of other veterans and serv- 
icemen. Second preference is provided for families of other veterans 
and servicemen and, as among such families, preference is provided 
first for the families of service-connected disabled veterans, and second 
for the families of deceased veterans and servicemen whose deaths are 
service-connected. Certain restrictions as to eligibility for admission 
to such housing applicable to other families are inapplicable to the 
family of any veteran or serviceman (or of any deceased veteran or 
serviceman) where application is made not later than March 1, 
1954. The term “veteran” as used in this act embraces veterans of 
World War I and World War IT (42 U.S. C. 1401, 1410 (gq), 1415 
(8) ()). 

6. Public Law 214, Eighty-second Congress, approved October 26, 
1951 

Section 1 amended the United States Housing Act of 1937, as 
amended, to give veterans of service on or after June 27, 1950, and 
prior to such ‘date thereafter as shall be determined by the President, 
the same preference in the purchase or rental, and occupancy, of 
yublicly owned low- rent housing as is afforded to veterans of World 

Vars I and II (42 U.S. C. 14 02 (14)). (For other provisions see 
B 16 and F 11.) 


D. Prererences ror VerTerans Retatinc To Homestreaps 


1. Public Law 434, Seventy-eighth Congress, approved September 27, 
ID44 

This act authorized persons who served for at least 90 days during 
World War II and who make a homestead entry subsequent to an 
honorable discharge from the armed forces, to have the period of mili- 
tary or naval service, not exceeding 2 years, construed to be the equiv- 
alent of residence or cultivation upon the land for the same length of 
time. Without regard to actual length of service, the act provides 
that a person, who is discharged on acount of wounds or who, after 
being regularly discharged is furnished hospitalization or awarded 
compensation by the Government on account of disability, shall be 
entitled to 2 years’ credit for homestead purposes. Such credit may 


be CM to a veteran’s unmarried widow or his minor orphan child 
(43 U.S. C. 279, 280). 
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2. Public Law 318, Seventy-ninth Congress, approved March 6, 1946 

This act amended the Boulder Canyon Project Act to provide, 
among other things, that for 3 months after openings of land ir- 
rigated by such project, honorably discharged veterans of certain 
wars, including the World War II, shall be granted a preference in 
the making of such entries. The act also provides such rights to vet- 
eran. settlers on land watered from the Gila canal in Arizona, in the 
same manner as such preference applies to veteran settlers on land 
watered from the All-American Canal in California (43 U.S. C. 617 


{h)). 


> 


3. Public Law 440, Seventy-ninth Congress, approved June 25, 1946 

This act amended Public Law 434 of the Seventy-eighth Congress, 
approved September 27, 1944, to provide that the preferences granted 
by such law to veterans of World War II with regard to homestead 


entries, be applicable to all veterans whether or not they had reached 
the age of 21 years (43 U.S. C. 279). 
4. Public Law 82, Eightieth Congress, approved May 31, 1947 

This act amends Public Law 434, Seventy-eighth Congress as 
amended by Public Law 440, Seventy-ninth Congress, by restating 
and clarifying such laws and providing that when a homestead entry 
is made by a husband or wife whose spouse is entitled to service credit, 


such credit shall, with the consent of the spouse entitled thereto, be 
added to entrant’s credit (43 U.S.C. 279, 280). 


E. Laws Reiatine to Farm VETERANS 


Public Law G8, Seventy- ninth Congress, approved June 30, 1945 
(12 U. S, C. 712, 745 e VE ae 53, 672, ‘ 7 ‘61, 77 ds 781, &¢ 57, 861, 87 4, 
580, 1016, 1020; 38 U.S. C. 694 (6)) 

This act amends the Federal Farm Loan Act, the Emergency Farm 
Mortgage Act of 1933, the Federal Farm Mortgage Corporation Act, 
the Servicemen’s Readjustment Act of 1944, to make changes de- 
signed to offer a more efficient farm mortgage system to farmers and to 
simplify and improve operations of the farm credit system. 


) 


2. Public Law 563, Seventy-ninth Congress, approved July 30, 1946 

This act authorizes the Secretary of Agriculture to assure a maxi- 
mum preferential position until July 30, 1949, to veterans of World 
War II and to occupants of rural rehabilitation projects in the dis- 
position of the lands contained in resettlement projects and rural 
rehabilitation projects for resettlement purposes (40 U.S.C. 436, 437). 


>? 


3. Public Law 731, Seventy-ninth Congress, approved August 14, 1946 

This act created the Farmers Home Administration for the purposes 
of simplifying and improving credit services to farmers by (a) de- 
fining lending powers of the Secretary of Agriculture; (6) author- 
izing Government insurance of loans to farmers; (¢) creating prefer- 
ences for loans and insured ee to enable veterans to acquire 
farms (7 U.S. C. 1001), and (d) for facilitating the disposition of 
resettlement projects (60 Stat. 1062). 


1. Public Law 720, Kightieth Congress, approved June 19, 1948 


This act amended the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act by increas- 
ing the rate of interest on title I loans thereunder to 4 percent; to 
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provide for the collection by the Secretary of Agriculture of an annual 
insurance charge of 1 percent of the outst: anding prince ipal obligation 
of mortgages; ‘and to provide for the payment by the Secretary of 
Agriculture of installments on loans which the mortgagor fails to 
pay, in order to protect the interest of the Government. It likewise 
creates a secondary market whereby the Secretary of Agriculture is 
er to purchase loans under the act which are not in default 
(7:U. S.C. 1003, 1005b (e), (j)). 


Public Law 171, Eighty-first Congress, approved July 15, 1949 
(cited as the Housing Act of 1949) 

Title V, relating to farm housing, authorized the Secretary of Agri- 
culture t6 extend financial assistance through the Farmers Home 
Administration to needy owners of farms to enable them to construct 
or improve dwellings and other farm buildings on their farms. As 
between eligible applicants for assistance under this title, the Secre- 
tary is required to give preference to war veter _ and the families of 
servicemen who died during war service (42 U. ' 1471-1483). (For 

provisions of this act re ‘lating to Public ticini. see C 5 above.) 


G. Public Law 123, Fighty-second Congress, approved August 23, 1951 

This act amended the Bankhead-Jones Farm Tenant Act so as to 
provide more effective distribution of mortgage loans insured under 
title I. Preference is given to mortgages executed by qualified veterans 
Wh RRR Ie 1004, 1005 h (db »). 


/ 


7. Public Law 450, Fighty-second Congress, approved July 8, 1952 
(cited as the Eme rgency Powers Continuation Act) 

This act provides that service during the national emergency pro- 
claimed by the President on December 16, 1950, until April 1, 1953, 
shall carry the same benefits with respect to (1) preference (under 
Public Law 171, 8ist Cong.) of veterans and families of deceased 
servicemen for loans in connection with improvement of farmhouses 
and farm buildings and (2) eligibility (under Bankhead-Jones Farm 
Tenant Act, as amended ) of veterans for farm loans and mortgage 
insurance, as service during wartime. 


5. Public Law 531, Eighty-second Congress, approved July 14, 1952 
(cited as the Housing Act of 1952) 
Section 11 amended title V of the Housing Act of 1949 to continue 
farm housing assistance through fiscal year 1954. (For other pro- 
visions of this: act see A 19, B 20, and F 13. ) 


F. Derense Hovustne (LANnAm Act) 


1. Public Law 87, Seventy-ninth Congress, approved June 23, 1944 

This act added title V to the so-called Lanham Act authorizing 
the Administrator of the Federal Works Agency to provide defense 
housing for the distressed families of servicemen and for veterans and 
their families who are affected by eviction or other unusual hardships 


(42 U.S.C. 1571). 


Public Law 292, Seventy-ninth Congress, approved December 31, 
1945 5 


This act authorized the transfer of temporary housing to any 
educational institution, State or political subdivision of a State, local 
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pete agency or nonprofit agency for use in providing temporary 
1ousing for families of certain servicemen, for veterans and their 
families, and for single veterans attending educational institutions 


(42 U.S. C. 1572). 


3. Public Law 336, Seventy-ninth Congress, approved March 28, 1946 
This act authorized the National Housing Administrator, upon 
the approval of an application made by a member of one of the groups 
specified in Public Law 292, Seventy-ninth Congress, to transfer to 
such applicant structures or facilities necessary to prone temporary 
housing and to contract to reimburse the approved applicant for the 
cost of relocating or converting such temporary housing and facilities 
(42 U.S.C. 1572). 
4. Public Law 341, Seventy-ninth Congress, approved April 12, 1946 
This act appropriated $253,727,000 to enable the National Housing 
Administrator to carry out the purposes of the above title V of the 
Lanham Act (42 U.S.C. 1572, note). 


5. Public Law 385, Seventy-ninth Congress, approved May 18, 1946 

This act authorized the Commissioners of the District of Columbia 
to provide necessary sewers, water, and streets in the District of 
Columbia, Montgomery and Prince Georges Counties, Md., and 
Arlington County, Va., for temporary housing for families of service- 
men and for veterans and their families furnished to and erected for 
the Commissioners of the District of Columbia (60 Stat. 203). 


6. Public Law 697, Seventy-ninth Congress, approved August 8, 1946 

This act amended title V of the Lanham Act to make structures 
provided to educational institutions available to faculty members and 
their families teaching at educational institutions furnishing educa- 
tion and training to veterans under title IT of the Servicemen’s Read- 
justment Act of 1944, as amended (42 U.S. C. 1572 (b)). 
?. Public Law 85, Eightieth Congress, approved May 31, 1947 

This act amended title V of the Lanham Act by increasing the 
authorized appropriation from $410,000,000 to $445,500,000 (42 
U. 8. C. 1572). 
8. Public Law 796, Fightieth Congress, approved June 28, 1948 

This act amended title V of the Lanham Act by providing for the 
transfer to certain educational institutions the temporary housing 
previously furnished or made available to them under title V, subject 
to the conditions that in filling vacancies in such housing so trans- 
ferred, preference shall be given to veterans of World War II or 
servicemen who are students at the institutions and to their families. 
Said act also provided for the transfer to Howard University, Wash- 
ington, D. C., of Lucy Diggs Slowe Hall, and George Washington 
Carver Hall (42 U.S.C. 1575). 
9. Publie Law 475, Eighty-first Congress, approved April 20, 1950 

Title II amended the Lanham Act by adding a new title VI thereto, 
which (a) authorized the National Housing Administrator under pre- 
scribed conditions to relinquish and transfer all contractual rights 
and all property rights, title, and interest of the United States in and 
with respect to (1) temporary housing located on land owned or con- 
trolled by the transferee and in whjch the United States has no lease- 





nc 


HOUSING LAWS RELATING TO VETERANS 17 


hold or other property interest, and (2) housing materials which 
have been made available to the transferee by the Administrator pur- 
suant to section 502 of the National Housing Act. Such transfer may 
be made to. (1) States or political subdivisions thereof, (2) local hous- 
ing authorities, (3) local public agencies, (4) nonprofit organizations, 
or (5) educational institutions upon request thereof in the prescribed 
form on or before December 31, 1950. A number of exceptions to the 
foregoing provisions were authorized. Under certain specified con- 
ditions, the transferee, to be eligible for transfer, must represent in its 
request for transfer, among other things, that in the selection of ten- 
ants it will give certain preferences to the families of veterans and 
servicemen and the families of deceased veterans and deceased service- 
men. 
(6) With respect to temporary housing remaining under the juris- 
diction of the Administrator on land under his control, tenants are 
required, with certain exceptions, to vacate the premises on or before 
July 1, 1952, and thereafter the dwelling structures are to be removed. 
(c) The Administrator was authorized to dispose of permanent war 
housing (other than that conveyed to local public housing agencies 
pursuant to specific authority of the act) as soon as practicable and in 
the public interest with certain preferences in the purchase of dwelling 
structures of not more than four units, for veterans and servicemen 
and families of deceased veterans and deceased servicemen whose 
deaths are service-connected, occupying a unit in the structure and 
those who intended to occupy sak a unit (42 U.S. C. 1581-1590). 
(For provisions of this act relating to loan guaranty under the Serv- 
icemen’s Readjustment Act, see A 10 above.) 


10. Publie Law 139, Fighty-second Congress, approved September 1, 
1951 (cited as the Defense Housing and Community Facilities 
and Services Act of 1951) 

Section 603 amended title VI of the Lanham Act to allow the Presi- 
dent to extend the dates and actions prescribed therein for disposal of - 
World War II war and veterans’ housing. To permit maximum ef- 
fectiveness of Government-owned housing for aofenen purposes, the 
Housing Administrator is authorized to set income limitations for 
occupancy of any housing held by him under the Lanham Act, and 
tenants with incomes in excess of the prescribed limitations may be 
required to vacate subject to the ability to obtain other accommoda- 
tions (42 U. S. C. 1589a, 1589b). (For other provisions see A 15 
and B 15.) 


11. Public Law 214, Eighty-second Congress, approved October 26, 
1951 

Section 2 amended the Lanham Act, as amended, to give veterans of 
service on or after June 27, 1950, and prior to such date as shall be 
determined by the President, the same preference in the purchase or 
rental, and occupancy, of war housing as is afforded to veterans of 
World Wars I and IT (42 U.S. C. 1575 (ce), 1581 (6)). (For other pro- 
visions see B 1/6 and C 6.) 


12. Public Law 450, Fighty-second Congress, approved July 3, 1952 
(cited as the Emergency Powers Continuation Act) 


This act provides that service during the national emergency pro- 
claimed by the President on December 16, 1950, until April 1, 1953, 
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shall carry the same benefits with respect to veterans’ preference in 
occupation of federally owned housing under title V of the Lanham 
Act as service during wartime. It also continues the authority under 
the Lanham Act to operate or reactivate existing World War II 
housing and community facilities. 


13. Public Law 531, Eighty-second Congress, approved July 14, 1952 
(cited as the Housing . let of 1952) 


Section 6 amended title VI of the Lanham Act to permit the ex- 
tension of the removal date of December 31, 1952, for certain limited 
classes of temporary war and veterans housing which were inad- 
vertently not included in prior legislation (Public Law 139), 82d 
Cong.) prescribing extension dates for disposition of temporary war 
and veterans housing. (lor other provisions of this Act see A 79, 
B 20, and E 8. 


G. SpectaLtLty Aparprep HovustneG For DIsaBLED VETERANS 


1. Public Law 702, Eightieth Congress, approved June 19, 1948 
This law added part IX to the Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a) and 
authorized the Administrator of Veterans’ Affairs to assist any per- 
son who served in the active military or naval service of the United 
States and who is entitled to compensation for permanent and total 
service-connected disability due to spinal-cord disease or injury with 
paralysis of the legs and lower part of the body to acquire a suitable 
housing unit with special fixtures or movable facilities made necessary 
by the nature of the veterans’ disability together with the necessary 
land therefor. Such assistance, not to exceed $10,000, may be pro- 
vided to acquire land and to construct a housing unit thereon or to 
construct a housing unit on land already owned by a veteran or to 
remodel a dwe ling not suited to the needs of his disability, which 
dwelling has been acquired by him prior to application for assistance, 
or to pay part of the cost of suitable housing acquired by him prior to 
application for assistance. The Administrator is also authorized to 
furnish to veterans eligible for such assistance model plans and speci- 
fications of suitable housing units (38 U.S.C. 701 (qg)). 
2. Public Law 286, Fighty-first Congress, approved September 7, 1949 
This act modified the eligibility requirements embodied in Public 
Law 702, Eightieth Congress, to authorize the housing assistance men- 
tioned in that act for any person who served in the : active military or 
naval service of the United States who is entitled to compensation 
under Veterans Regulation No. 1 (a) for permanent and total service- 
connected disability due to the loss, or loss of use, by reason of amputa- 
tion, ankylosis, progressive muscular dystrophies, or paralysis, of both 
lower extremities, such as to preclude locomotion without the aid of 
braces, crutches, canes, or a wheel chair (88 U. 8S. C. 701 (g)). 


e 





